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The Story So Far:

When Helen, queen of Sparta, was taken across the sea to the city of Troy by its prince Paris, her
husband Menelaus raised a large Achaean (Greek) force, led by his brother King Agamemnaon, to
bring her back. In the war's ninth year, Agamemnon offended proud Achilles, so he, their greatest
hero of war, vowed to fight no more till the matter was redressed. His god dess-mother Thetis
persuaded Zeus, king of the gods, to favor the Trojans in battle, though the immortals knew Troy
{also called llium) was eventually doomed to fall.

Paris and Menelaus met in single combat to decide claims to Helen and her treasure. But when Paris
lost, the goddesses Hera and Athena caused the fighting to resume. The Olympians took sides—
Apollo and Aphrodite favoring the Trojans, Hera and Athena the Argives (Greeks), and the war god

Ares first one side, then the other. At last Zeus forbade any gods to take part in the war, and he
himself turned the tide in favor of Troy and her allies. The Achaeans were driven behind their ship-
wall, and the Trojans encamped on the plain outside their city. With the dawn, says Hector, Troy's

greatest warrior, they will destroy the fortifications—and the Achaeans....
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© THE GLOSSARY OF THE ILIAD.

:_ , ﬂpppas'rc - to bring to a state of peace, quiet, ease or calm ; "'-‘_ "'I-EE
:". Charioteer — driver of a light, two-wheeled vehicle for one person, usually drawn by two ct e".f
£ horses and driven from a standing position A 8%
I Embassy — a body of p::n-;ﬁns entrusted with a mission to a sovereign or government not their own J
; Ensign - a flag or banner N .'._-':
Entrails — internal paris, intestines : £
Ere - before ‘*.'
Fertile - bearing, producing, or capable of producing vegetation, crops, ctc. =_'~C_I
Frn}' — a fight or battle
Gird - w prepare (oneself) for action =5 \
Heifer — a young cow over one year old that has not produced a calf "Tﬂlt:., k c,-
Hemmed — enclosed or conlined |
Heron — a bird characterized by being long-legged, long-necked
and vsually long-billed
Onset — an assault or attack
Play - to use or manipulate, especially for one’s own interests
Plunder - w rob or steal E
Prattle — to talk in a foolish or simple-minded way :
Rampart - a broad embankment raised as a fortification;
a protective barrier
Repent - 1o feel sorry or regret past conduct
Sack - 1o pillage or loot after capture; plunder i
' SEﬂﬁcér — a person who leads others astray usually by persuasion i
R or false promises
Er _' Shrewd — of a practical or sharp intelligence
‘Shrill - a loud, picrcing sound
Llﬂ . Smote — pasttense of smife, meaning o strike or hit hard, with

or a5 if with the hand, a stick, or other weapon

Stern — the rear part of a ship or boat
e 7 Straits - a position of difficulty, perplexity, distress, or need

Swath — the widith of a 5-!::,.'th¢.: stroke or a mowing-machine blade

:r:"].hl-gnt ~ a variable unit of weight and money used in ancient
l.'.'in::nc Rum-: nnd Jhe Mlﬂdlt East







