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ADAPTED FROM THE EPIC POEM BY HOMER

The Story So Far:

When Helen, queen of Sparta, was taken across the sea to the city of Troy (also called llium) by its
prince, Paris, her husband Menelaus raised a large Achaean (Greek) force, led by his brother
King Agamemnon, to bring her back. In the war's ninth year, Agamemnaon offended proud Achilles,
and that greatest of heroes vowed to fight no more till the matter was redressed. His goddess-
maother Thetis persuaded Zeus, king of the gods, to favor the Achaeans in battle for a time.

At times, the Dlympian gods took sides in the war—Apollo and Aphrodite favoring the Trojans,
Hera and Athena the Argives (Greeks). At last Zeus forbade any gods to take part in combat, and he
turned the tide of battle temporarily in favor of Troy and her allies. The Achaeans were driven behind

their ship-wall, and pleas to Achilles to return to the fray fell on deaf ears. It seemed that Hectaor,
Troy’s greatest warrior, might burn the Achagans’ ships and doom the invaders...
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Allut — 1o assign as a portion, distribute
Ambrosial = exceptionally pleasing to taste or smell

Attire — clothes or apparel

7 .‘:' Base — of little or no value; worthless; dishonorable
E“ "~ Beguile = to influence by trickery
Ef'r . Bounteous — giving freely: gencrous
g : tz Braggart — a person who does a lot of boasting or speaks often of self-importance
Elf-:: - Bulwark — a solid wall-like structure raised for defense
:;r‘.:' Compunction — a strong uneasiness caused by a sense of guilt
h,_;‘ - Crest — the highest or culminating point; the peak
?7 Enshroud = 1o conceal
;.1'; Tre Flee — to run away
;_ Fray — a fight or battle
-'-:Ef - Gambol - to skip about, as in dancing or playing
“ | Girdle — a belt, cord, sash, or the like, worn about the waist
Glut — 1o feed or fill to satiety
Grisly — horrible; gruesome
f'; Implacable — impossible to appease or pacify
. _*"_; Infuse — to introduce into or instill v r-"*-ﬁ;
,"1 + - Keen - characterized by strength of perception; B
b8 I.'-'Ilﬁlﬂ'l.'ﬁl:g’ sensitive or responsive
;;:f Perish — to suffer destruction or ruin
}.....'t"i-.." Plight — a condition or state of misfortune
::ﬂ ~ Scepter = a rod or wand that serves as a symbol
d "’,-}:%‘ . of regal or imperial power
th:q,'f:&-ii - Semblance —a likeness, image, or copy I
. ‘::Et " Sheen — luster or brightness

‘-'UE;"'; 3 Spur to urge to go on
éﬂr lﬂ"» “Stern — the rear'part of a ship or boat

Sy ‘ "5 Elj.rx = a river in the underworld in Greek ngthﬂlc-g}r. OVer
M3, r .&w‘t'li-éh the souls of the dead were ferried by Charon, and by
§ IgTies w.ih-c;h The guds swore their most solemn oaths
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